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Objective:
To ensure that all staff are aware of the provisions of the Domestic and Family
Violence Act in relation to mandatory reporting.

Scope:
This directive applies to all staff employed by the Shire.

Directive:
In March 2009 new provisions to sections 124 and 125 of the Domestic and Family
Violence Act require that every adult in the Northern Territory must report to the
police, if they believe on reasonable grounds, either, or both of the following:
"Another person has caused or is likely to cause serious physical harm to
someone else, with whom the other person is in a domestic relationship,
and/or the life or safety of another person is under serious or imminent threat
because domestic violence has been, is being, or is about to be, committed."
The ‘Act’ makes it clear that any reporting of abuse, neglect or violence is NOT a
breach of confidentiality or professional ethics.

Background
The following information is provided to assist staff in understanding their
requirements under the Domestic and Family Violence Act.
Domestic and family violence
What is domestic and family violence?
It includes all forms of violence between intimate partners and violence between members of
a family, household or community.
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This violence may include; physical abuse, sexual assault, threats, intimidation, emotional
abuse, social isolation, property damage, financial deprivation and spiritual abuse. It also
includes child abuse and neglect.
What about women abusing men?
The legislation is not gender specific about who is the victim or the offender and does not
discriminate between men and women.
Who needs to report?
Anyone 18 years of age or older.
Who do I make the report to?
Call Police on 000 for emergencies or 131 444 where an emergency response is not needed.
What if I think the safety of my client/patient, myself or colleagues may be compromised
by making a report to the police?
Immediate response is not necessary. Report the offense to police when it is practical and
safe to do so.
Am I required to give my personal details to the Police when making a report, given there
is a fine for not reporting?
The legislation does not explicitly state that reporter’s name must be provided to the police.
However, if you are making a report in a professional capacity, it is in your interest to report
your name and contact details as a record of your actions.
Does an offense of failing to report domestic and family violence to the police appear on a
security check for employment?
It is a criminal offense not to report serious physical harm, so conviction for committing this
offense will appear on criminal history checks (i.e. security checks for employment).
If a person hears about an incident through hearsay and it meets the definition of serious
physical harm, are they mandated to make a report to the police?
If a person believes that serious physical harm has occurred or is about to occur, or there is a
serious or imminent threat to life and safety, they are mandated to make the report to the
police.
*All staff working with children should be familiar with the NT Government ‘Stop Domestic
Violence’ and the ‘Department of Children and Families’ web sites.
http://www.stopfamilyviolence.nt.gov.au/
http://www.childrenandfamilies.nt.gov.au/Domestic_and_Family_Violence/Contact_Us/ind
ex.aspx

Child Protection;
In the Northern Territory, any person who believes a child is being, or has been, abused or
neglected is required by law to report their concerns.
Reports should be made to;
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Centralised Child Intake service
Call; 1800 700 250.
Information asked;
 The child’s name, age, address and present location.
 The nature of the suspected abuse or neglect
 What you have heard or observed
 Information about the immediate danger of the child
 Any other information you think may help, e.g. whether you know of any other
agencies involved with the family.
You may not have all of this information, this should not stop you from reporting.
What is child abuse?
Broadly speaking, child abuse is about an adult harming a child. In the NT, the law states that
a child is a person under the age of 18 years.
Child abuse can occur through someone doing something harmful or by someone not doing
something to provide for, or to protect a child.
Child abuse includes;
Physical- hitting, beating, shaking, biting, burning or any actions which result in the child’s
body being harmed,
Emotional- constantly criticising, teasing, belittling or ‘putting down’, constantly shouting
and screaming at a child, ignoring and refusing to help, threatening, withdrawing love and
affection or threatening to do so.
Neglect- When a child does not have enough food, clothing is not clean, dos not have a place
to live, is not provided with medical, dental and health care (including not providing
medication for health conditions); when young children are left alone, not properly
supervised, when parents do not watch kids closely in a dangerous environment, constantly
ignoring a child’s need for attention, not sending a child to school/not providing learning
opportunities for them, abandoning a child.
Sexual Abuse- Sexual suggestions, exhibitionism, showing pornography, inappropriate
touching.
In most cases where abuse or neglect has been confirmed, the child’s family will be offered
services to help them to improve the way their child is cared for. In a minority of cases where
a child’s parents are unable or unwilling to protect their child from harm, alternative
arrangements will be made for the care of the child.
Harm and Sexual Offenses;
1. Any child less than 18 years has suffered or is likely to suffer harm or exploitation.
2. Any child aged less than 14 years has been or is likely to be a victim of sexual offense
(includes being sexually active).
3. Any child aged less than 18 years has been or is likely to be a victim of a sexual
offense occurring in the context of a special care relationship.
How do I make a report?
Reports should be made to the 24 hour Centralised Intake Service by using the free-call
number 1800 700 250.
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What is ‘Harm to a child’?
Harm to a child is any significant detrimental effect caused by any act, omission or
circumstance on;
a) The physical, psychological or emotional wellbeing of the child; or
b) The physical, psychological or emotional development of the child.
What is ‘Exploitation of a child’?
It includes sexual and any other forms of exploitation of the child. Sexual exploitation of a
child includes;
a) Sexual abuse of the child; and
b) Involving the child as a participant or spectator in any of the following;
i.
An act of a sexual nature;
ii.
Prostitution;
iii.
A pornographic performance.
Any sexual activity with a person under 16 years is an offence, as persons under 16 years can
not lawfully consent to sexual activity. It is an offence regardless of whether both persons are
under the age of 16 years.
Special Care Relationship
It is an offence for an adult who has a relationship of special care with a person under the
age of 18 years to engage in sexual intercourse with that person. This includes step-parents,
guardians, foster carers, school teachers, persons providing religious, sporting, work or
musical tuition, correctional services officers and health professionals.
It is a defence if the parties are married or in a de facto relationship.
It will be up to the court to decide if this is a reasonable excuse.

Signed

27 October 2011
Date

Chief Executive Officer
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