
 

 

 

 

 
 
 
 
  

AGENDA 

SPECIAL COUNCIL MEETING  
 

FRIDAY,  24 JUNE 2011 
 
 

The Special Meeting of the Central Desert Shire Council will be held in the Alice Springs 
Council Chambers on Friday,  24 June 2011 at  9am. 
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CHIEF EXECUTIVE REPORTS 

ITEM NUMBER 10.1 

TITLE 2011/2012 Shire Plan Adoption 

REFERENCE \10 - CORPORATE 
SERVICES\GOVERNANCE AND 
ADMINISTRATION\5.5.2.1 COUNCIL 
MEETINGS\2011\2011 - 3.1 SPECIAL COUNCIL 
MEETING 24 JUNE 2011 ALICE SPRINGS - 121298 

AUTHOR Roydon Robertson, Chief Executive Officer         
 
RECOMMENDATION: 
(a) That Council formally adopt the 2011/2012 Shire Plan, 
(b) That the plan, including the budget and 4 year financial plan, be 

published on the Council’s website within 7 days, and 
(c) That the Shire Plan be available for public inspection at each 

Shire Office. 
 
 
 

SUMMARY:  Each year Council is required to adopt a Shire Plan.  The 
Council considered the draft Shire Plan for 2011/12 at a special council 
meeting in May.  The draft plan has been available to the public to make 
comment for 21 days and the Council is being asked to approve its 
adoption. 
 
 

BACKGROUND 
Under the Local Government Act the Shire Council must have a Shire 
Plan and review it at least once a year and adopt it before the end of 
July. 
 
The Council considered the Draft 2011/2012 Shire Plan, including the 
annual budget and the 4 year financial plan at the Special Meeting held 
on 27th May 2011. 
 
As required under the Local Government Act, the draft Shire Plan was 
made available to the public for comment for 21 days.  The draft plan 
was available for download from the Shire’s website and also in hard 
copy at the Shire Offices.  At the end of the submission period no 
submissions were received. 
 
Some minor changes that were identified at the Special Council meeting 
were made to the draft plan prior to the plan’s display on Council’s 
website.   
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ISSUES, CONSEQUENCES AND OPTIONS 
Nil 
 
 
 

ATTACHMENTS: 
   



SPECIAL COUNCIL  24 JUNE 2011  

 

- 7 - 

CORPORATE SERVICES REPORTS 

ITEM NUMBER 11.1 

TITLE Rates Declaration 2011/2012 

REFERENCE \10 - CORPORATE 
SERVICES\GOVERNANCE AND 
ADMINISTRATION\5.5.2.1 COUNCIL 
MEETINGS\2011\2011 - 3.1 SPECIAL COUNCIL 
MEETING 24 JUNE 2011 ALICE SPRINGS - 121314 

AUTHOR Cathryn  Hutton, Director Corporate Services         
 
RECOMMENDATION:  
That Council: 

a) Approve the 2011/12 Central Desert Rates Declaration 

b) Publish the Rates Declaration on the Central Desert Shire 
Council website within 7 days. 

c) Make the Rates Declaration available to the public at each 
shire office. 

 
 

SUMMARY:  
The Declaration of Rates to apply for 2011/2012 is presented at this 
meeting under Part 11.5 of the Local Government Act 2008. Declaration 
of Rates is required under the Local Government Act 2008 to validate 
those charges. 
 
 

BACKGROUND 
Under section 155 of the Local Government Act 2008 the Council must 
by the 31 July declare rates for the next year. The Council may also 
declare special rates under section 156 and/or charges on land under 
section 157 of the Local Government Act 2008.  
 
On the 9th February 2011, it was resolved (013/2011): 

That Council: 
1) note the attached Rating Review Discussion Paper and 
endorse its use as the basis for consultation with impacted 
land owners for the 2012/13 rating review; and 
2) endorse a rating proposal for 2011/12 based on the 
continuation of the rating regime with both rateable and 
conditionally rateable properties being indexed by Darwin’s 
CPI for December 2010. 
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Based on this resolution the Minister was advised of the Shire’s 
proposed rating regime.  The Minister approved the attached Declaration 
of Rates on 30th May 2011 and it is attached in its approved form. 
 
ISSUES, CONSEQUENCES AND OPTIONS 
Nil 
 
 
 

ATTACHMENTS: 
1  Attachment - Rates Declaration 2012   
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CORPORATE SERVICES REPORTS 

ITEM NUMBER 11.2 

TITLE Local Government Vote Counting System 

REFERENCE \10 - CORPORATE 
SERVICES\GOVERNANCE AND 
ADMINISTRATION\5.5.2.1 COUNCIL 
MEETINGS\2011\2011 - 3.1 SPECIAL COUNCIL 
MEETING 24 JUNE 2011 ALICE SPRINGS - 121300 

AUTHOR Cathryn  Hutton, Director Corporate Services         
 
RECOMMENDATION:  
That the Council write to the Minister for Local Government and 
advise her that the Council supports the recommendation made by 
the Reilly Report that a Single Transferable Vote counting system 
be introduced  as the Northern Territory’s Local Government 
Electoral System 
 
 

SUMMARY:  
The Minister for Local Government has released a report called the 
Reilly Report on the electoral reform options for the Northern Territory 
Local Government elections.  The Council is being asked to consider this 
report and provide comments to the Minister. 
 
 

BACKGROUND 
 
In late 2009 Council discussed a presentation from Dr Will Sanders from 
the Australian National University. He explained that, under the current 
“exhaustive preferential” system, candidates from larger communities 
very often win out over candidates from smaller communities when there 
are both large and small communities in the one ward (such as in 
Southern Tanami Ward).   
 
The Council wrote to the Minister for Local Government and asked that 
she review the NT’s local government voting system.  The Council 
wanted it to be easier for smaller communities to be represented on 
Council. 
 
In August 2010 the Council resolved (188/2010): 
 

That Council recommend to the Minister that proportional 
representation vote counting be used in local government elections 
in the Northern Territory. 
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In 2011, the Minister asked for an independent review to be undertaken 
of the electoral system options in the Northern Territory.  This review has 
been undertaken by Professor Benjamin Reilly of the Australian National 
University and the report is attached. 
 
The Minister is asking for comments from the Council on the report and 
the report’s recommendations. 
 
The reform options considered in the report are: 

a. A change in the counting rules to distribute preferences from 
excluded candidates only 

b. A change to optional rather than compulsory preference marking 
c. The introduction of limited preferential voting 
d. The introduction of single transferable vote counting rules 
e. A change in the electoral system to the Single Non-Transferable 

Vote, Borda Count or some variation of the same 
 
Professor Reilly’s report concludes that the existing Northern Territory 
electoral system (for local government) should be changed.  His advice 
is that the optimal reform from an electoral system standpoint would be 
the introduction of a Single Transferable Vote counting system. 
Professor Reilly advises that “such a system would require no change to 
existing procedures in single-member electorates, would be congruent 
with other Australian jurisdictions, and would produce fair results 
overall”. 
 

This recommendation is consistent with the Council’s stated opinion and 
therefore this report recommends the support of the Reilly Report. 
 
ISSUES, CONSEQUENCES AND OPTIONS 
Nil 
 
 
 

ATTACHMENTS: 
1  Attachment - Reilly Report   
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