TOURISM\ ‘

CENTRAL AUSTR mmsum &% NORTHERN
0*0 TERRITORY

Thae Heart, The Soul. The Cenctre,

East MacDonnell
Plenty Highway Region

VISITOR EXPERIENMASTER PLAN

October2018




Acknowledgement of Country

CentralDesertRegionaCouncil and partners would like sbow their respect and acknowledipe
traditional custodians fo the Land, of Elders past and present, and extend that respect to other Aboriginal and
Torres Strait Islander People

Acknowledgements

This Visitor Experience Plan for the East MacDonnell Ranges and the Plenty Highway region was prepared by TRC
Tourism Pty Ltd for the Central Desert Regional Counciltapdaject partners Tourism Central Australia; the
NT Department of Trade, Business & Innovation, and the Department of Tourism and Culture.

¢CKS tfly 61 & LINBLINBR Ay O2yadzZ GFGA2y 6AGK GKS NBIA
landhobers and land managers, and the tourism industry.

Disclaimer

Any representation, statement, opinion or advice, expressed or implied in this document is made in good faith but
on the basis that TRC Tourism is not liable to any person for any damagewhadssever which has occurred or

may occur in relation to that person taking or not taking action in respect of any representation, statement or
advice referred to in this document.



Contents

ExecutiveSummaryXX XXX XXX XXX XXX XXX XXX X XXX XXX XXX XX XXX XXX XXXX.1

R [ 011 0o 1§ Tox 1o o AP PP PP PPPPRRPY 3
2 CUITENT SIEUBLION. .....eeiiie ettt e e e e e e e e e e b e e e e e e annn e e e e e annnes 6
3 ViSION fOr the FULUIE........eiiiieiie e 15
4 EXperience DeVEIOPMENL. ........uu e e e e 19
I €T 0 (ST O = T T [T RS 35
B ENADIEIS... . e e 45
A N[5 ] (=] o 1= PSP 47
S I ©7o] o [od U1 (o] o PO PP PP PPPPPPPPPPPRPPNY” . |
Appendix A EXisting Products & EXPEriENCES..........cvvvvveerererrimeiiieiiiieninnssssee e e e e 50
Appendix B; TOUrSM CONIEXL.......cccoiiiiiiee ettt 58
Appendix & Visitor Experience Case Studies & Examples...........ccccvvvvvvvnieiiiiniiiinnnnnd! 62
Appendix Og Project CoNtrol GrOUD.........ooooiueiiiiiiiiiieee et e e e e e e e e s ennennnneeeeeeeee e L 2

CommunityTourism Action PlanEngawala
CommunityTourism Action PlahBonya

Community Tourism Action Plaititjere

Community Tourism Action PlafGemtree




Where getting off the beaten track gives you the opportunity to
experiene both pastoral and Aboriginal cultural stories, traditional a
contemporary.

e The East MacDonndlllenty Highway Region is home to the spectacular East MacDonnell Ranges, Abi
Y SO

- ... . communities, unique sites and visitor attractions and cattle stationise diversity of this area creates an!
- | exceptional tourism opportunity for drive visitation, located within close proximity to Alice Springs. The
 htaz GrLa Aydz GKNRBAAK NI FFAOZ O02NRSNAY3I 0 2eif

2" Queensland border in the east.

Traditional Owners, the tourism industry, local government and agency stakehoBletmderstanding ourt
target markets, existing experiences, aspirations of local people and gaps, we have deveRlpathat has
significant potential to stimulate growth in tHeast MacDonnelPlenty Highwayisitor economyand provide
business and employment opportunities for Alginal communities and localisinesses.

The plan has identified priority projects that respond to the following important trends in tourism anc;
region:

Increasing demand for caravan and camping travel opens possibilities for improved road trip
experiences in the region

Megafauna Central in Alice Springs has opened and, together with the existing Dinosaur Trail fror,
Queensland, these experiencae attracting visitors that are interested in megafauna and fossils ar‘i
want to visit the Alcoota site
The proposed Jervois Mine (KGL Resources Ltd) will provide employment and business opportun
the Bonya Community and assist in stimulating deselopment of services for Plenty Highway :
travellers.

e
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The featured priorities within this Plan inde:

Plenty Highway Enterprise Suppogtdeveloping and supporting community businesses

With growth in visitor numbers on the Plenty Highway and throughout the region, there remains limited
capacity to deliver indigenous tourism experiences. Concerted &fi resources are required to support

communities and individuals to understand tourism and how they can become involved, offer new prodt
and generate jobs and incom& business enterprise support program and committed resources are requi
for anextended period of time.

Investment required$250,000300,000 per annum
Plenty Highway Campgrounds

Allied with the first priority, visitors travelling the road are seeking campsites and facilities for overnight g
A number of opportunities have begtentified and, coupled with capacity building in communities,
investment in infrastructure for campgrounds can underpin longer stay by visitors on their journey

Investment required$1.5¢ 2 million (planning, infrastructure, capacity building)
Alcoota fessil Site Activation

Interest in the Alcoota Fossil site has increased since the opening of Mega Fauna Central. The site offe
exciting opportunity for a new guided tourism experience that could be delivered by local aboriginal

community members. Ingément in the site to support a new experience is required to address conservat
the site, viewing area and access, visitor amenities, interpretation and capacity building.

Investment required$4-5million (planning, infrastructure, capacity buildjng
East MacDonnell Ranges Eco Accommaodation

Investment in a unigue eco accommaodation facility in the East MacDonnell Ranges combined with the /
project outlined below could be game changers for attracting new markets into this part of the regem. G
such a facility is likely to be on public and/or joint managed land, the approach to market needs to be pr -
by preparatory planning and land and site clearances to create an enabling environment. Investment thi
actual eco accommodation would be exfed to be private sector.

Arltunga Experience Development

I NI Gdzy 31 Q& yar exdedsNarpiigisicaKaisatsi affedan opportunity fdnaoavative and exciting
new visitor expeence that ould attract people tdhis part of the regionFeasibility assessment and
master planning isequired before investingindB @A Gt Aal GA2y 27F (®&®l, NB

Investment required$3.5-4million (planning $300,000 plus site development)

Py # Implementation of the Plan will require a mix of public and private investment, leading towagdsalisation of
the tourism vision for the Region:

V l 'Increased exposure of the East MacDonnell Ranges and Plenty Highway with growth in visitor numbers,
dispersal and yield creating a range of social and economic outcomes for communities and businesses. 6

g
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1 Introduction

1.1 The Plan

The Visitor Experienctlaster Plan for the East MacDonnelPlenty Highwayregion (the Plan)has been
developedin collaborationwith localcommunites, lardholders, Traditional Ownes; the tourism industry, local
government and agencstakeholders The Plandentifiesa visionand opportunities fordeveloping distinctive,

ddzald b AylrotS @GAaAiG2N SELISNASYyOSa (KIF( esKaddDdvideS (i K&
opportunities forcommunities to engage in tourisrbringing economic and social benefits to both visitors and
residents

TheAim of thisMasterPlan is to:

1 Provide a prioritised framework for the future development of visitor experiences

1 Present a preferred management model promoting sound governance practices

9 Strengthen relationships with neighbouring regions and states to enhance the existing road journeys,
particularly the Outback Way

91 Integrate with existing strategies in the region sashroads, natural and cultural heritage programs

1 Ensure a coordinated approach to tourism between busiegggovernment, the tourism industry and
communities

9 Present viable and realistic opportunities encouraging both private and public investmentregiba.

TheRoad Map for this Visitor ExperiengkasterPlan is as follows:

Vision for the

future :
What d 2 BaaiEns Implementation
at do we want? P How do we

Perception of the Development achieve our
region by visitors, What are our ideas Vision? Who wil
experiences, opportunities, d )

o . o what and
opportunities, improvements? how?
benefits for the :

region

Current Situation Visitor Markets
What does tourism Who are our

in the Region look current visitors and
like right now? our target markets?

After assessing the current and potential demand for tourism in the region as well as existing supply and use,
the Plan addresses the types of tourism activity and the sitesh@ys and events that might be suitableurther

to this Plan, individual Community Tourism Action Plans have been developed providing greater detail to the
specific opportunities and recommendations for each Community.

The implementation of the Plaand Community Tourism Action Plawdl underpin improvements over time in

the visitor experience of the region and the range of tourism experiences on offer as well as create economic
opportunities. Each stakeholder playsi@nabling role towards implemeation of this Plan. Success will only

be achieved through active support and engagement to realise the Aims of this Master Plan.
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1.2 The East MacDonnell-Plenty Highway Region

The area of the Visitor Experienbtaster Plan covergasternArrernte and Anmatjerecountry to the east and
north-east of Alice Springa the Northern Territory (NT)It extends from north of the Plenty Highway to the
Ross Highway and associated visitor destinations in the south. It is boundedanegtigy the Stuart Highway

and inthe eastby the Queensland borderThe area idargelywithin the boundaries of the Central Desert
Regional Coungithe local government authority for an area of 283,000 square kilometres extending between
the Queensland and Western Australian borderstim@f Alice SpringsSome small parts of the Plan area fall
within the MacDonnell Regional Council boundagésit these are only small in area, population and tourism
potential.

In close proximity to the township of Alice Springs, the Region incogmithe spectacular East MacDonnell
Ranges, with several sites along the ranfgeming part of the East MacDonnell National Parkhere are also
several cattle stations, Aboriginal Communities and unique sites of interest that have the potential tbutentri
towards an exceptional tourism experience across the region.

1.3 How the plan was developed

The Visitor Experience Master Plan was prepared by a team of TRC Tourism consultants working with the Project
Steering Committee (see Appendixover the period Aril to October 2018.

The TRC team understood extensive desktop research before a process of in region consultation and field visits
across the East MacDonnell Ranges, the Plenty Highway and other parts of the region. Discussions were held in
the communites along the Plenty Highway as well as with many of the pastoral stations and tour operators
within the region.

Following the first round of consultation, a strategic directions paper was prepared and circulated. A second
round of consultation was then hetko seek inputs on the thinking in the paper. This then formed the building
blocks for the draft and final plans.
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Figurel: The region covered by the Visitor Experience Plan
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2 Current Situation

2.1 Land and Communities

The land in theproject areais amix of pastoral leaseand freehold land (some Aboriginal ownednd
managed) Aboriginal community land excised from pastoral leasessaweéralconservationreserves A
cluster of Parks and Wildlife Commission of the NT (PWCNT) reserwescentrated &ong the East
MacDonnell Rangeendaccessed from the Ross Highway and the Binns TeRerenye/Emily and Jessie
Gaps Nature Park, Corroboree Rock Conservation Reserve, Trephina Gorge NajukdiBaga Historical
Reserve, Ruby Gap Nature Plarly’ RDhalaGorgdature Park Most of these reserves are Aborigihahd
that has been leased back to the NT Government for joint managehetite Traditional Owners arttie
PWCNT Native Title rights have been determined to exist over partstioé Mt Riddo&, Bushy Park and
Aileron Pastmal Leases which are locatetithe western end of the Plenty Highway

The area is sparsely populated with an estimated resident population of around 730 padydive in
Aboriginal communities and on pastoral stationdasther small settlementswith the main population
centresin the north of the Plan areaTable 2 provides a summary of each of the communities in the area,
their location and population as from the 2016 Census.

Tablel: East MacDonnell / Plenty Highwaygegion Communities

Town / Community Population Location

Engawala 177 North of the Plenty Highway, 181 km from Alice Springs
situated on Alcoota Station (Aboriginal Freehold land)

Atitjere 258 On the Plenty Highway, 240 km from Alice Sysin

(Harts Range)

Bonya 80 Near the Plenty Highway at the Jervois Pastoral Station, 35(
(Orrtipa Thura) from Alice Springs

ThePlanl NB I Qa 2 i KS N3mdR\Bofigh& yoindunifies &h8 outstgltions or on pastoral leases.
The Traditional Owners of the jaimanagement parks along the Ross Highway mainly live in Santa Teresa
(to the south) or in Alice Springs.

LInformation from National Native Title Register
http://www.nntt.gov.au/searchiRRgApps/NativeTitleRegisters/Pages/SeaidtionatNative Title-Register.aspx
http://www.nntt.gov.au/Maps/NT_NTDA_Schedule.pdf

2¢KA& SadtAYLFLGS Aa oFLasSR 2y . { SaliAYlFiSR NB&aARSydG LI Lz | G
Hart(NT), Hale and Anatye and covers a larger area that the project area. Data sourced on
http://www.abs.gov.au/websitedbs/D3310114.nsf/Home/2016%20search%20by%20geography#
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2.2 The Current Visitor Offer

For visitors, the Region provides a mix of Aboriginal culture together with settler history. Travellers can explore
ancientsites of cultural significance within incredible landscapes irEfigt MacDonnell RangesAs well as the
cultural heritage, the region shares storigfsgold and genfossickingand early pastoralisrstill evident today

Although lesser known thahe Western MacDonnell Ranges$e region incorporatethe strikingelements of
the centralred desert and shrublandgramed by remarkable sheer quartzite cliffs, white sandy creek beds,
seasonal waterholes and towering ghost gums.

The main access roads hetproject area are:

The Plenty Highwaybetween the Stuart Highway and the Queensland
border which links to the outback town of Boulia (near Winton) in
Queensland. The total distance from Boulia to the Stuart Highway is 74
kilometres. This road alsmnnects to the Sandover Highway which
provides access to and from NW Queensland around Camooweal and |
and beyond to the Savannah Way. The Plenty Highway is part of the
Outback Wayriving route which extends from Winton, Queensland,
through the souhern NT to Laverton in Western Australia. In the NT, the
Plenty Highway is currently sealed from the Stuart Highway to Atitjere
(Harts Range) and the NT Government has allocated funds for extendin
seal on the highway but there is not yet any commitrh complete the
remaining distance of over 400km. On the Queensland side only just ov
100km of the 630km from the NT border to Winton via Boulia remains
unsealed. In WA they are working steadily to fulfil the WA Governments
commitment to seal the ente 700km and have done 100km so far.

The Ross Highwawvhich is a sealed road through the East MacDonnell
Ranges from Alice Springs to the Ross River Resort. It provides the me
visitor access route to the East MacDonnell conservation parks.

TheBinnsTrack & LINRY2GSR a |y WSLIAOQ
GKS {2dziK ! dzAUNItALY 062NRSNI O2yy
NABSNI O2dzy iNEQ 2F GKS y2NIKI TFAY
River. It connects the Central [2esregion, via the Barkly Region, to the
Top End of the NT. In the project area the Binns Track provides a link
0SG6SSYy bQ5KIFfl D2NHS bl Gdz2NB t I N
Historical Reserve, Hale River Homestead and the Plenty Highway. No
the Plenty Highway the main visitor access is along the continuation of {
Binns Track which connects the Plenty Highway to the Sandover Highw
and through thdytwelepenty / Davenport Rangés the Barkly Region.
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The Gardens Roador Arltunga Totist Route) which is an unsealed road
between the Stuart Highway and Arltunga Historical Reserve to the nort
the East MacDonnell Ranges

the Hay River Traclvhich is a remote 4WD route between Jervois Statiol
through the Simpson Desert to Bindle in south west Queensland. The
route traverses Aboriginal land and access requirpsranit.

Plenty Rives

-
z
i

o = m === THARTS RANGE
S.‘. ‘q.,’ :
T WAYS AT 2@ Gem :
mmﬁ ) ' ‘{‘, =.
) Y. MADYC DANEE
' A,‘..!No public access
“sao ¥4 \‘ Y

\\-

Aritunga Historical Reserve

TROM

OF CAPRICORN

L)
Dbt L
.

..

Glider Airstrip @
r‘”‘m m

oxphosonms [EpeoaEee

Cotroboree Rock
ALICE SPRINGS j@/cieoraph Statica
Y Emity

#To Uty [ ayersRoek Y, N,

Details of theexistingvisitor attractions and productsithe project area are provided ipperdix A
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The areas of highest visitation are the 2WD accessible conservation reserves along, or accessed from, the Ross
|l AGKgl &8d ¢KS NBEASNWSE LINPOARS 26 1S& OAaritaz2N SELIS
scenery and Aboriginabck art, together with interpretation of the historic mining town in the Arltunga Historical
Reserve. For some visitors the less crowded and developed nature of the East MacRangekKcompared

with the West MacDonneRangeyis a core feature ofstattraction. Trephina Gorge Nature Park (the main park

in the area) received an estimated 28,100 visitors in 2017 compared with 153,100 visitors to the Tjoritja/West
MacDonnell National Patte A aAdl GA2y A& fSaa G2 (GaSNare Rakkswhishy 2 (i S
require high clearancdWD vehicle$or access Several guided day tours (asoime overnight toursdf the East
MacDonnellRange®perate from Alice SpringsThemusic and arts festivalliVide Open Spacess held annually

at the Poss River Resort and is reported to have attracted over 2,000 participants it 2018

Aboriginal participation in tourism is at an early stage. Traditional Owners have recently developed a
downloadableapp for interpretation of Yeperenye/Emily and JessBaps Nature Parand Traditional Owners
may participate in booked education sessions at Trephina Gorge.

Vidtor hubsin the East MacDonnell Ranga®:

1 Trephina Gorge Nature Parkwhere there are camping areas, a ranger station, several walking traitgenra
interpretation and provision for school education groups

1 Gemtree- The main visitor hub iat Gentree where the GemtreeCaravan Park provides accommodation,
food, fuel and gemstone sales and tours

1 Ross River Resor providing a range of accommodatipnonference facilities and food and facilities for
passing travellers and guided tours

91 Arltunga Historical Reservewhere there is a visitor centre, day use facilities and-geifled walks

1 Hale River Homestead providing accommodation, events facilgieand food and facilities for passing
travellers and guided tours.

1 Ruby GapNature Park ¢ which is a remote hufbwithout facilities)used by 4WD tourers, campers and walkers.

There are fewer visitor facilities and attractions along the Plenty Highway whermain visitor activities are
outback touring and gemstone fossicking in the Harts Rafigearea hosts one major event, thdarts Range
Bush Sports Weekenavhichcomprises rodeo, horse racing and gymkhana events and entertainnedshtover

four dayseach August.The conservation reserves the areac Dulcie Rang®ational Park and the privately
owned Mac and RogehalmersConservation Reserggare remote and have low visitatioriTheAlcoota Scientific
Reservenear Alcoota Statiortontains signiiant megafauna fossils but has not been developed as a visitor
attraction.

Food and fueére also available aftitjere (also referred to aglarts Range) where the Akngerrekenhe Art
Centre isalsoopen to the public.The Spotted Tigezampgroundis estabilshedbut has notbeen operating for
some time.There is dasic store with fuehnda camping area alervois &tion, andTobermorey Statiomear

the Queensland bordéias two cabins, two modern single rooms and a small, shady campground. They also
sellfuel butdo not offermeals Some long distance outback tours pass along the Plenty Higmotgbly

32017 visitor date from PWCNTttps://dtc.nt.gov.au/parksand-wildlife-commissionparksandwildlife-statisticsand-
research/parkvisitor-data

4 http://www.abc.net.au/news/201805-06/wide-open-spacefestivatattractsthousandsto-centralaustralia/9732960
5 Information fromhttps://www.hemamaps.com/explore/tracks/plenthighway Also personal on site vagations
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Outback Spirit Batton Hill Camp, a serviced campAtnetye Aboriginal Landnthe Hay River Track south of
Jervois Stationis operated by Tradition@®wners who also provide guided tours of their country including the
YySINbé& D2B2RSNRa tAf €l N

Arltunga Historical Reserve

2.3 The Tourism Context

Details of Mrthern Territory and Central Australian tourism trends and visitor profiles are providégppendix
B. It must be noted thatlue to the nature of the statistical data collection statistics provided are for the broader
Central Australian region not directly to the East MacDonnell and Plenty Highway region.

The East MacDonnelllenty Highway region is part of the Alice SprktgeDonnell tourism region which covers
the town of Alice Springs, the East and West MacDonnell Ranges, Ti Tree, the Tanami Desert, Yuendumu and
Hermannsburg.
NT wide, the East MacDonn®@lenty Highway Region accounts for:

1 23% of theoveralldomesticvistation

1 47% ofthe overallinternational leisure visitors in 2017

f Wt 2F GKS be¢eQa G2aGlrf oAxardriaAz2y 0602Y0AYSR R2YS
In the year ending June 2017 the tourism region had an estimated 484,000 overnight visitors, 75% of whom were
domestic visitors (50% interstate and 25% infi&ritoryy.

6 Tourism NT (2017a) and (2017b).
“Tourism NT (2017T.ourism NT Regional Profile, Alice Springs and MacDonnell, Report Period: Year Ending June 2017
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Figure3: 2 K2 | NB GKS wS3aiz2yQa
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Hotelsare the most popular choice for accommodation type across all markets, acco@mtingpre than 40%
(bear in mind this includes Alice Springs)addition, international travellers will also select backpadkénostel
type accommodation 21%) and interstate travellers commercial caravan parks or campgrounds (21%).

The Tourism NT Regional Profile lists the most popular activities by visitors &iteé&lacDonnellRegion as
being:
i Easting out at cafes and tasirants
Sightseeing
Bushwalking
Visiting National Parks

= =4 =

Eating our et a'lr restauants, Creat; Peter EveTolmm NT 5 cirsesing, CreditiShasna MoNaught/Tc ONT
1

As pointed out by Tourism Central AustraliaKk S NB3IA 2y Qa O2YLISGAGA DS | RO yhl
cost of access and the comparative affordability of competing destirmtiiering similar types of experienées
Accessibility in the West MacDonnell Ranges area is being addressed through the sealingrarib@op road;

the development of the Red Centre Adventure Ride between Alice Springs and Glen Helen throughNgstit]
MacDonnell Ranges National Park; and the development of the tourism precinct at Hermannsburg. This area has
a wide range of tours and experience optiphswever also lacks accommodatiobnder the 2016 NT Mountain

Biking Master Pldlice Springis being developed as a world class hub for mountain biking with a range of trails
and events suited to local, domestic and international visitors. This has potential to attract a wider range of
visitors to Alice Springs who have an interest in advengxperiences in the region.

Tourism developmentm the regionhave been concentrated in Alice Spriregel the West MacDonnell Ranges

YR NBfIFGSR I NBFra ¢KAOK NBOSA Dere issigificanNtiglésa @sifatioa and A 3 K S
tourismdevelopment in the East MacDonn@lenty Highway regiog as a broad estimate the Sandovelenty

statistical area (which includes the East MacDonrRkhty Highway) receives around 10% of the Alice Springs

al 052yyStf G2dzZNRaY NBIA2Yy Q4 PAAAG2NRAD

On the me handthe West MacDonnell Ranges ismajor competitorwith the Planarea givenits greater
accessibility, range of products and services, and marketing visibility. On the other hand, the less developed
country in theEast MacDonnell Rangasd around he Plenty Highway seen as more appealing by some visitors

who seek more remote and less developed experiences.

8 Tourism Central Australia (201&trategic Plan 2018019
9NT Government (January 2018)lountain Biking in the Northern Territory: Master Plan.
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2.4 Opportunities for the Region

Several recent initiatives and proposals provide potential opportunities for tourism development and growth in
the East MacDonnePlenty Region.

1 Sealing of the Plenty Highway andutback Waymarketing. Proposals by the NT Government for sealing
the remaining unsealed portion of the Plenty Highway apiénthe highway to a wider range of travellers
and provide @portunities for related experiences and services along and near the highWag.Outback
Way is an important promotional journey linking Laverton in WA through to Outback Australia and into
Winton Queensland. The Outback Way traverses the Stuart Highedyennant Creek and then onto the
Barkly Highway heading east into Queensland. The Outback Highway Development Council (OHDC) was
originally formedin1994 2 & Ol dz& S G KS dzZLJANI RS FyR aSIfAy3w2F (K
OHDC has suaessfully lobbied for road improvement funding, with the Australian Government investing $330
million over a 10 year period to be allocated to upgrading sections of the Outback Way including sealing and
widening the roads. Through road upgrades and mgjionarketing and promotion, OHDC aspire to improve
the quality of life for inland Australians by increasing service provision and economic opportunities for
O2YYdzyAGAS&D ¢c2dz2NAaY A& | aidNRBy3 02YLRYSyidng2F hl
the spirit and culture of inland Australia while respecting the natural environment. OHDC provides a
mechanism for stakeholders to cooperate and collaborate on infrastructure and service projects, tourism,
marketing and promotion and regional econordivelopment. The Outback Way is also being developed as
an Art and Artisan Trail with information about art galleries, art experiences, gemstones, attractions and art
and performance events along the route.

1 Increasing demand for caravan and camping tehopens possibilities for improved road trip experiences
in the region. In recent years Australia has seen rises in caravan and campervan registrations and an increase
in domestic caravan and camping trips which reached an estimated 11.8 million 2ip&7n The popularity
of caravan and camping holidays extends across all age groups. It is a popular form of family holiday, with
the majority (48%) of domestic caravan and camping trips conducted by travellers aged between 30 and 54
years, with increasg demand from younger travellers.
Travellers aged over 55 years undertake around 29% of
domestic caravan and camping trips. Extended ftrips
OAYy Ot dzRAY 3 Ay 2dziol O1 NBIA2Yy a0 . INBe y2Yl
are reportedly increasing, reflecting the entry ®trement
of the large posWorld War Il baby boomer population. The e ¢
over 55 drive market is already an established market for the
Alice Springs area during the winter season. Caravan and
camping travel by international visitors, while still
comparativey small, also increased by 13% from June 2016
to June 2017¢ particularly among European and North

American visitors who are the main international source
markets for the Alice Springs region. Figure5: The Outback Way Touring Route

10 www.outbackway.org.au
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1 Megafauna Centrabnd linkages to Alcoota This majonew Alice Springs attractionViegafauna Central
showcases the megafauna fossils found on the Alcoota Scientific Resehadfers significanpotential to
stimulateinterestand acts as a hub and booking portal ¥asits to the Alcoota site andearby Engawla.

Although Megaduna Central was only opened in July 2018 there is anecdotal evidence of visitors to the
attraction inquiring about visits to the Alcoota site (which is currently closed to the publicgreis also

potential to link promotion of the AO2 2 G YS3AF Fl dzyl 6AGK vdzSSyafl yRQ2
eastern end of th®©utback Way

1 Proposed Jervois MinéKGL Resourceadd). Development of this mining operatiqexpected to commence
mining in late 2018near Jervois at the eastern end the Plenty Highway has potential to provide
employment and businesspportunities for theBonya Community and assist in stimulating the development
of services for Plenty Highway travellers.

1 Turbocharging TourismUnder itsTurbocharging Tourism Actidianthe NT Government aims to stimulate
tourism development through funding initiatives and the preparatidstrategic plans for Aboriginal Tourism
and Tourism Industry Developmentath under preparation at the time of writing this Plan). This East
MacDonneHlPlenty Highway Visitor Experience Plan places the region in a good position to leverage
opportunities, funding and programs that may become available under the two strategic plans.

9 Tourism development in the Barkly Region The Barkly Regionalo@hcil is also planning for visitor
experiences in its area, which adjoins the East MacDoitetity Highway region to the north (from around
the Sandover Highway). As routes such as the Sandover Highway and the Binns Track traverse both regions
there are opportunities forcoordinated and collaborative experience development and promotitime
Barkly plan also proposes comprehensive planning to ensure the Stuart Highway becomes and exciting
experience for travellers. It will be critical that regions wtmgether for this.
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